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Tuesday, May 12, 2020 at 4:45:41 PM Paciﬁc Daylight Time

Subject: Poet Pride Week, Commencement Reminder, Senior Proﬁles, and More
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2020 at 4:39:46 PM Paciﬁc Daylight Time
From: Iniguez, Ericka
To:
Faculty, Staﬀ

5.12.20 The Poet Update is your source for all essential campus news and
information. Make sure to look through each section thoroughly for links to
more information. Visit the website calendar for all events.

Newsletter Highlights:
Poet Pride Week
Commencement Reminder
Senior Profiles
COMMENCEMENT
Poet Pride Week: May 11 – 16
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Celebrate the end of the year and virtual Commencement with a week of Poet
Pride! Follow @whittiercollegealumni on Facebook and Instagram for daily
activities that anyone can participate in. Join us for a Poet Spirit Day in your
Whittier attire, post your best WC memories, attend virtual Commencement,
and more!
Whittier College Celebrates the Class of 2020
Whittier College will recognize the graduating class of 2020 with a virtual
commencement ceremony on Friday, May 15 at 6:30 p.m. PST. The special
event will be livestreamed on YouTube and Facebook. Direct links to the
ceremony will be posed on Friday morning on whittier.edu/commencement.
During the ceremony, each participating graduate’s name will be individually
called. Acknowledgements will include photos and remarks. Biology major and
San Diego native Analis Hetter ’20 will serve as the student speaker and
President Linda Oubré will also address the graduates.
For more information, visit whittier.edu/commencement.
2020 Senior Profiles

Change makers, leaders, social justice activists, athletes, and humanitarians.
These are a few examples of the graduates who make up the Whittier College
Class of 2020. As the College community prepares for this year’s
Commencement ceremony, we recognize a handful of seniors who share their
Page 2 of 5

experiences at Whittier and their plans for the future. Read their stories online.
Digital Poet Pride
Celebrate the class of 2020 with this graduation sign for your home or front
yard. Whittier College-themed backgrounds and graphics are also available for
your various virtual spaces.

CAREER ADVICE
Senior Week With the Career Center

Join various Zoom sessions—focused on seniors—this week to hear from
alumni professionals on how to move forward after graduation.
Topics include resumes, tips and tricks of different industries, navigating
success, and the challenges of job-hunting amidst COVID-19. Click here to
view all events and participate.

ACADEMICS
Register Now for Summer Courses
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Whittier's summer online courses are a great opportunity to further enrich your
education and take unique classes, including The Bitter Side of Chocolate,
Africana Philosophy, Disease and Immunity, and many more.
All students can enroll now, regardless of class year. Register early–there is a
maximum enrollment of 20 students per class.
See the full list of courses and more info about taking summer classes at
whittier.edu/summer.

FINANCIAL MATTERS
CARES Act Student Emergency Relief Grants
Whittier College has received federal funding through the CARES Act Higher
Education Emergency Relief Fund to provide assistance to students for
expenses related to the disruption of campus operations resulting from the
coronavirus. Eligible students can request support for the following categories
of expenses: food, housing, course materials, technology, health care, and
childcare expenses. The College may also consider other expenses.
The application for the first round will open tomorrow, May 13, 2020. This
process will be conducted through direct outreach to students who received
Pell grants for the 2019-2020 academic year in compliance with the
Department of Education’s instruction to prioritize students with the greatest
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need. Subsequent rounds (beginning May 27, 2020) will be open to all eligible
students. Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis. The availability of
funds will determine the timeline for subsequent rounds of funding.
For more information on eligibility and to access the application tomorrow visit
the College website.
Final Pay Period of the Year
May 15 (pay period #11) is the last day for all students (graduating and nongraduating) to actively work and/or receive pay for regularly scheduled hours if
remaining balances are available. Pay Period #11 is the last of the academic
year. Timesheets are due no later than Monday, May 18 by 12 p.m. PST for a
pay date of Friday, May 22.

]
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Wednesday, May 13, 2020 at 11:31:14 AM Paciﬁc Daylight Time

Subject: How to Watch Whi+er College’s 2020 Commencement Ceremony
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 at 11:26:18 AM Paciﬁc Daylight Time
From: Iniguez, Ericka
To:
Faculty, Staﬀ

On May 15, the Poet community will come together online to celebrate Whittier
College’s 117th Commencement in a ceremony that will be unlike any other
before. Friends, family, and loved ones from around the globe are invited to
honor Whittier’s Class of 2020 during the livestreamed event.
The ceremony goes live at 6:30 p.m. PST and can be watched on the College’s
Facebook and YouTube channels.
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Celebrate the Class of 2020

Join the Celebration!
Use #WC2020 and #WC2020Strong on social
media and make sure to tag @WhittierCollege in
your posts.
Celebrate the Class of 2020 with a graduation
sign for your home or front yard. Download Here
Whittier College-themed backgrounds and
graphics are also available for your various
virtual spaces.
Graduates, don't forget to get your Instagram cap
filter!

Wear a Virtual Cap
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Thursday, May 21, 2020 at 1:23:17 PM Paciﬁc Daylight Time

Subject: Commencement, Social Media Roundup, and More
Date: Thursday, May 21, 2020 at 9:42:17 AM Paciﬁc Daylight Time
From: Iniguez, Ericka
To:
Staﬀ, Faculty

5.21.20 The Poet Update is your source for all essential campus news and
information. Make sure to look through each section thoroughly for links to
more information.

COMMENCEMENT
Whittier College Celebrates Class of 2020
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In a commencement ceremony that will go down in history, the Whittier College
community came together virtually to celebrate the graduating Class of 2020.
Proud Poet spirit beamed through the screens of viewers around the world as
the 2020 Whittier graduates were honored. One by one, each student’s name
was called while photos and individual dedications were displayed.
View the Class of 2020 Virtual Commencement on YouTube.
Biology major and San Diego native Analis Hetter ’20 addressed the graduates
as the selected student speaker.
Read more on the Whittier College website.

Social Media Roundup
Friends, families, students, faculty, and staff united online to watch the 2020
Commencement ceremony. The Whittier College Alumni Association and
WCtheRock hosted virtual watch parties to show their support for the
graduates.
Here are some of the photos shared online to help celebrate the Class of 2020.
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Celebrating Diverse Graduates

In lieu of Cultural Graduation Ceremonies this year, students shared messages
via YouTube in honor of the Class of 2020. In addition, special programs were
created and sent to students to celebrate each group, which included Asian and
Pacific Islander (API), Latinx, Lavender (LGBTQ+), and Black graduates.
The students thanked their parents, families, and loved ones and shared
memories of their time at Whittier. They also acknowledged professors and staff
who helped them throughout their time on campus.
View the students’ speeches on YouTube.
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STUDENT AWARDS
2020 Student Honors
More than 100 Whittier College students have earned honors recognition for
their academic leadership and achievement during the current school year.
These honors acknowledge those students who’ve excelled as academic
leaders within their departments, scholar-athletes, researchers, and fellowship
recipients.
See the list of awards here.

2020 Student Life Awards
The Student Life Awards recognize students who are engaged on campus,
have shown leadership, and whose contributions have had a positive impact on
campus throughout the 2019-2020 academic year. The awards honor individual
students as well as groups of students who have come together to provide
enriching programming for the campus community.
See the list of awards here.

Copyright © 2020 Whittier College, All rights reserved.
You are a subscriber.
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Whittier College
13406 Philadelphia St
Address 2
Whittier, CA 90601-4446
Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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Tuesday, June 9, 2020 at 4:52:02 PM Paciﬁc Daylight Time

Subject: Campus Life Update - Fall 2020
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2020 at 4:00:35 PM Paciﬁc Daylight Time
From: Iniguez, Ericka
To:
Faculty, Staﬀ
Colleagues, the email below was sent to students today.

Dear Students:
The Whittier College Student Life team is excited to welcome you back to campus
this fall. Individualized and interactive engagement with students inspires us,
motivates us, and guides our decisions and choices. In the fall, we plan to return with
dynamic in-person programming, support and advising services, advocacy and
learning opportunities, and more. We foresee the campus once again buzzing with
energy. However, things will certainly look different.
We have been meeting with health experts and monitoring the guidance from public
health agencies to ensure that we set up the needed precautions to keep everyone
safe and healthy. When we return to campus, student life will be coordinated with
physical distancing in mind. Everyone will be asked to wear masks or face coverings.
Paths on campus will be one-way. Buildings will have separate entrances and exits.
Fewer students will live in the residence halls. Office spaces will see less
traffic. Student Life is still determining how events and other gatherings will
look in the fall. More information will be provided as we have it. We will continue
to stay connected using electronic, virtual, and remote mediums.

Residential Life
Residential life on campus will also look different. In light of continuing health
concerns related to COVID-19, Whittier College has changed its housing policy for
the 2020-2021 academic year and there will no longer be a mandatory housing
requirement for all first-year students, sophomores, and juniors. In addition, the
College has made the decision to only offer single-occupancy rooms for 2020-

Page 1 of 3

2021 and there will be a new housing selection process beginning Wednesday,
June 10. The deadline to complete the housing application for these students
will be June 19 by 11:59 p.m. PDT.
What does this mean for continuing students?
Most of the returning students who recently completed housing selection and
selected rooms will be released from their housing assignments. Those rooms
will be transferred into single rooms.
Returning students who selected Gender Inclusive Housing or Pet-Friendly
Housing options will remain in the communities they selected and will be
provided an opportunity to select a single-occupancy room during the
upcoming housing selection process.
Students who were approved for a single-occupancy room through Student
Disability Services will remain in the rooms selected.

Returning Students
Students must meet the following criteria to be eligible for the upcoming 2020-2021
housing selection process:
Students facing housing security issues
International students
Out-of-state students
Students who live beyond 30 miles
Students who meet one of these predetermined criteria groups (above), and are
interested in on-campus housing are required to complete a new housing application
form. All returning residential students who submitted a 2020-2021 housing
application will receive more information on the single room selection process via
their Poet email.
If you are living off-campus and would still like a meal plan, complete the meal plan
form.
Whittier College understands that the decision to only offer single rooms is
disappointing and challenging for many students. The College put tremendous
thought and consideration into this decision and it was made in light of continuing
development concerning COVID-19. We are committed to assisting you during this
time. Please contact us at residentiallife@whittier.edu with any questions. We ask for
your patience as we anticipate a high volume of requests and inquiries.
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COVID-19 Student Code of Conduct
For all students, residential and commuter, the COVID-19 Student Code of Conduct
describes specific community parameters and expectations. This new code also
reflects the culture we hope to cultivate and maintain—making decisions that we
know will keep others healthy, caring for the wellbeing of everyone on campus, and
staying connected in ways that are safe. Building this culture requires that we all
participate and hold others and ourselves accountable.
We are coming back and the Whittier community will be stronger than ever. See you
soon.
Bruce Smith, Ph.D.
Vice President and Dean of Students
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